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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

"Not expected!"

I added something to my arm to support my daughter, Jessica, and my wife, MaryLynn.
Both have dealt with a miss-carriage. The Bible is very clear when life begins at con-
ception and that God values every single life. To support and encourage discussion I
have a tattoo. Never thought I would!

I do not encourage tattoos or promote them, however, I'm using mine as an opportunity
to promote discussion, for those who notice it, and to endorse God's message of hope
and love.

I've been blessed to be present at premature births, crib deaths, miscarriages, and
healthy births. (Also in ministry to those who have experienced an abortion.) Each fos-
ters the support needed of Gods' love, compassion, and understanding. A family and a
congregational family are vital to the care of parents and child/ren.

Zion is a wonderful welcoming community in providing mentors for all ages and being
aware of the needs of family life. As we "Kick-Off" the fall schedules of school, sports,
church, and so much more may we each "Kick-Off" our Discipleship training in follow-
ing our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

You never know when YOU will be called to witness!
P.S. I'm on the list for jury duty beginning September 1st. Pray I don't get called!

2 Timothy 4.2 "...be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encour-
age -with great patience and careful instruction."

In His Service,

Pastor Ed
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Fall Schedule

""Hit the ground running"

An old phrase that doesn't lose its purpose: "Hit the
ground running!" We may not be starting a new job or a
new activity per say, but we are hitting the ground run-
ning with many "Kick-Off" activities in September.

Wednesday: September 9th: 6:00p.m. Youth Supper
and Orientation for Catechism

Catechism classes: Wednesdays at 6:15p.m. September:
16th, 23rd, 30th.

Discipleship Hour: Young and not so young: Bible clas-
ses kick off on Sunday, September 13th at 9:00a.m.

Our first topic: "Myth or Faith? A Fresh Look At Chris-
tian Doctrine/Teaching"

A certain topic to encourage discussion.

Notice the time change: Discipleship Hour at 9:00a.m
and Worship at 10:30a.m.

FROM THE CHURCH OFFICE:

MENTORING. Mentoring sign-up sheet is available in
the front entry! We are in need of 20 volunteers! See
Ashley Carlson for more details.

ELDERS AND COUNCIL MEETING will be
Church held on Tuesday, September 1st. Elders at
ouncil 6:30 p.m. and Council will meet at 7:30

Meeting P-m-

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY will be i
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held on Thursday, September 24th
at 2:00 p.m. in Zion’s New Meeting
Room in the basement.

Blue Mound Lutheran Church
Fall Festival Service

Sunday, September 20 @ 11:00 a.m.

Guest Pastor: Rev. Dr. Dennis Olson

Rev. Dr. Dennis Olson is a native of Luverne
graduating from Luverne High School in 1972.
He is the Charles Haley Professor of Old Testa-
ment Theology Emeritus at Princeton Theologi-
cal Seminary in Princeton, New Jersey. He re-
tired in 2024 after 37 years of teaching. He is
also an ordained ELCA pastor and served a con-
gregation in Frost, Minnesota for four years be-

fore coming to Princeton Seminary.

A catered meal by Tony’s Catering will
follow the service in the parish hall.

All are welcome to attend!

Luverne Chamber 250 Passport Series:

Hear the story about how, in 1884, a cyclonic
storm blew the church from its foundation and

moved it east, over 6,700 feet before setting it

down at its current location.
Was it an “act of God”?

Saturday, September 19th
2:00 p.m.—-4:00 p.m.
Blue Mound Lutheran Church

Reception to follow

From the Secretary’s Desk:
I went to church in carpet slippers

So I forgot to change my shoes,

In a rush, Lost my keys

Couldn’t find my coat...Rushed out,

Couldn’t find a place to park and when I got into church
Someone was sitting in my seat.

I was nearly late when I found a seat

As I passed by I heard whispers

Not my ruffled hair

Not what was I doing not sitting in my usual seat but
He’s got his slippers on, Forgot to change his shoes,
And in church too!

What had I done wrong?
call the fashion police... Was all they saw Fluffy slippers
Not a child of God?

Not that [ was in church more years than I care to remember
But slippers and no socks!

Was Jesus bothered about footwear

Did He just humbled Himself and washed their feet.
Showing love and willingness to serve

Not complain

He’s wearing fluffy slippers. At least they’re not pink.

Tread softly in carpet slippers, Silently doing His will
Don’t need to storm in with the gospel in hob nailed boots
Dancing around, Spinning the gospel

More style than substance,

All that glitters is not gold shoes,

special shoes, grandma’s special, back to the beginning of time

Whether sturdy boots or carpet slippers
try walking a mile in His foot steps

Try walking a mile in His shoes.




ZION LWML MINUTES
August 5, 2026

President Bronwyn Wenzel called our meeting to order. We met back at church since our remodeling is
almost done. We had five ladies in attendance. Linda Wenzel read a devotion from Mustard Seeds
called Eunice and Lois Faithful Teachers.

The Secretary’s report was approved as published in the newsletter. Joyce Hansen gave the Treasurer’s
report. The checking account has $546.54 in it and the savings account has $1699.71 in it.

We received Thank You’s from the DeYoung Family, Pastor and MaryLynn Borchardt, Center of Hope,
and Mission Central for our Missionary family Andreasen’s.

Eighteen quilts were delivered to Furniture Mission. One quilt was given to Hardwick’s All School Reun-
ion Committee. They in turn sent a thank you with $100 donation for the Quilters. Wenzel’s took a load
of bikes over to Center of Hope.

Bronwyn and Linda gave a report on the Convention in Mankato this summer. We talked about do-
nating a Baby Basket next year to the convention.

Those on the Soup Supper Committee this year are Heidi Roos, Mary Lynn Borchardt, Brandi Bullerman
and Linda Wenzel. They will be meeting soon. There was talk about moving the soup supper later in
October or November. We hope to have LWML Sunday on October 11™. Our next meeting will be Octo-
ber 7. We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Respectfully submitted,

Dolly Remme

Church is a family”

InNn the truest and homiiest sense. It's
a place where you belong, wwhere
Preople see and knowvw you, and vwhere
you can invite othhers in.

. " Rastor’s
Anriversary
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PASTOR’S SECOND PASTORAL
ANNIVERSARY HERE AT ZION.
SEPTEMBER 20th

Happy 2nd Pastoral Anniversary Pastor Ed!
Thank you for your incredible leadership and
for being a constant source of strength for our
church. Your sermons are always filled with
profound insights and practical advice that help
us navigate life’s Journey. Your compassion,
humility and dedication to service God and His
people are truly remarkable. We are blessed to
have you as our pastor and spiritual guide.
Thank you for all that you do! Wishing you a
blessed pastor 2nd anniversary!

We celebrate not just our Pastor, but also his won-
derful wife. Your quiet strength, unwavering support
and loving heart shine brightly in our church family.
Though often behind the scenes, your influence is
felt in every prayer. Every Smile. And every act of
kindess. We are blessed by your grace and dedica-
tion. Standing beside our pastor and serving with
humility and love. May God continue to bless you for
all the way you enrich our lives and the ministry.
Thank you for all that you do! Happy anniversary al-
so to you!
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SUNDAY

% RALLY SUNDAY September 13th

Discipleship Hour 9:00 a.m.

(Formerly known as Sunday School)

Discipleship Hour 9:00 a.m.

(Formerly known as Adult Bible Study)

'
BB Rally Day Worship Service
y + Blessing of the Children

10:30 a.m.

o Installation of Sunday School Staff

Meal to follow Worship




Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church

Council Meeting Minutes: July 7, 2026

Attendance: Rev. Ed Borchardt, Kyle Hemme, Don Bryan, Robert Remme, Anna Haas, Ashley Carlson, Lloyd
Hemme, Robert Wenzel, Ton Roos, Shawn Blom. Guests: George Lass, Patti Pierson, Lorna Bryan

The Church Council Meeting for Tuesday, July 7, 2026 was called to order by Chairman, Kyle
Hemme at 7:32 p.m. Pastor Borchardt opened with a word of prayer.

Secretary’s Report: Given by Robert Remme

The minutes for the June 2, 2026 Church Council Meeting were reviewed by the Church Council. There were no
corrections or additions to the minutes. Tony Roos made a motion to accept the Secretary’s Report as printed.
Ashley Carlson seconded the motion. Motion Carried

Treasurer’s Report: Given by Don Bryan

Month End Report for JUNE 2026:

Total Receipts for the month: $ 8,642.23
Current Fund: $ 8,640.91
General Fund Interest: $ 1.32

Total Expenses for the month: $ 10,484.87
Pastor’s Salary: $ 4,466.50
Pastor's Mileage: $ 73200
Worker's Benefit Plans $ 98546
Office Staff Salary: $ 48528
FICA(Office Staff/Custodian/Organist): $ 69.76
Organists $ 580.68
Guest Pastor $ 243.50
Church/Office Supplies/Altar Flowers $ 322.28
Copier Supplies/Maintenance $ 452.42
Church Insurance Package $ 1,084.17
Maintenance - Church/Parsonage $  5364.87
Propane — Church $ 755.90
Propane - Parsonage $ 378.20
Electric — Church $ 185.00
Electric — Parsonage $ 134.00

Zion will be attending VBS with St. Johns. Not sure how many are signed up, but there are quite a few volunteers
from Zion helping out. Pastor Borchardt mentioned that there will be a Prep time on Wednesday at 5:45 p.m. to get
ready for VBS.

Board of Evangelism: Given by Ashley Carlson

Gave a gift to all fathers on Fathers Day. Will be helping with the fair booth where needed. Served between 70 — 75
at the Outdoor Service on June 28. There are a few brats left that were not cooked.

Pastor Borchardt mentioned that the sign on the highway for Outdoor Service needs to be changed. There were
some that stopped by for the meal and we were already finished and gone. Currently, it says 10:30 a.m. worship with
Noon meal. It was decided to change it to 10:30 a.m. worship with meal to follow.

Old Business:

Kyle Hemme looked into memberships for Sam’s Club and Costco. They will range between $125 - $150 annually.
The higher membership would guarantee delivery to Hardwick. No action was taken on this.

New Business:

Robert Wenzel said he talked to Mike Davis about cutting down the tree and grinding the stump. He should be here
next week to take care of it. Thank you to Dean Wenzel for making the rail for the entrance outside the church.
There was request by Ashley Carlson and Pete Jessen to sod the remaining areas of the church grounds. (In front of
the parsonage, and East side of the parsonage.) Council agreed to this.

Update from the Hardwick City Council concerning the street in front of the church that is damaged. They had a few
bids to repair the street. No action has been taken by the council to put to a vote. The Zion Council feels this should
be repaired by Labor Day.

With no further business, Ashley Carlson made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Don Bryan seconded the motion.
Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Next meeting: Tuesday, August 4, 2026. Elders@ 6:30 p.m.  Church Council @ 7:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted:
Robert Remme, Congregational Secretary

STARTING
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13th
RALLY SUNDAY
9:00 a.m.— Duscipleship Hour
(Sunday School)

9:00 a.m.— Ducipleship Howr
(Adult Bible Stuwdy)

10:30 a.m.—Worship Service




Looking for individuals to sit in the booth. If you are interested, contact Pastor. Ordered pens to give away with church
name on them. We will be giving away mints with a gospel message in them (Test-a-mints). There will be several
giveaway items — working on yet. Pastor is working on a bulletin board of past and present pictures. There will be mir-
ror there for the future to look at.

Thank you to Lorna Bryan for the extra hours she put in for coordinating things to get ready for the funerals recently.
This falls catechism class will be 6t grade and up. Emmy Roos will be confirmed on Reformation Sunday. Update on
health concerns of a few members. Pastor asks that we keep those from Trinity in your prayers as they transition.
Pastor would like to have a welcoming for all new members in September or October.

Pastor brought up that we should start to think about a date for the Dedication Service and the 135! Anniversary cele-
bration of Zion this coming year. It was brought up to see if Pastor Mark Mumme would be willing to come back to
preach on the Sunday we choose. We will discuss more at the next meeting.

Board of Trustees Report: Submitted to board by Conrad Hulstein (Kyle Hemme gave the report in Conrad’s
Absence.

In June, we accomplished getting back in our church on June 14, 2026 with the help of so many congregational mem-
bers. | thought the first service was a success! We also gathered about 40 padded blue chairs, the two stoves and
some coat racks from Trinity Church in Jasper. We also ordered one bag vacuum and one cordless vacuum. Kelli
Blom took our red vacuum to get repaired. Fire extinguishers placed in appropriate spots. Baby changing tables are
installed and temporary hand rails are installed. Ashley Carlson and Pete Jessen have been busy landscaping around
the church and parsonage. Electricians are making final adjustments for the elevator to be installed in mid July. Once
the elevator is installed, we will need to discuss how to finish it off.

Siding of the garage will wait until the elevator is in and working. The garage needs to be cleaned of unwanted items,
so we can put the siding and materials inside. Kyle Hemme suggested that we name the items in the garage surplus
so we can get rid of or keep. Some felt that without a trustee in attendance tonight to speak on this that we table until
the next meeting.

Pastor Borchardt brought up that we need to contact Intek again to come back and put in vents that they didn’t put
back after cleaning. Others expressed concerns about the cleaning of the walls in the basement as after one of the
funerals, some had stains of paint color on their clothing. It was noted we need to look into this so it doesn’t happen
again.

Sounds system is very disappointing for the amount of money that was spent on it. The council feels we need to get
this figured out. Kyle Hemme said Alon Hemme is working on it but waiting for Jensen Electric to finish with some of
the wiring especially the wiring of the camera. The Council feels we need to have someone come out and take a look
at the sound system to figure out the static issue.

Conrad Hulstein would like the council to accept and buy 4 folding tables (30 x 96) that have adjustable height legs for
the Quilters to use. The cost is around $170 each or $680 plus tax. Kyle Hemme talked with Conrad and one of them
will be talking with the quilters to make sure they need 4 tables and what they want. A motion was made by Don Bryan
and seconded by Ashley Carlson to allow Conrad Hulstein the authorization to purchase the necessary tables for the
quilters after talking with them. Motion Carried. The tables are multi-purpose, white plastic. Funds will come out of the
Designated Memorial Fund to cover the cost.

Board of Family Ministry: Given by Anna Haas.

4 kids from Zion went to Camp. It went very well. Thanks for the scholarships the kids were given. They will be giv-
ing a report to the congregation sometime. Ashley Carlson and Pastor Borchardt have been working on curriculum for
the Fall. A date will be set in August to meet with the staff and determine a plan. The Youth will help where needed at
the fair booth. Ashley Carlson did purchase a laptop computer for to be used for Discipleship Hour.

Telephone — Church $ 49.95
Wireless Internet $ 20.74
Misc. (non budgeted items) $  2463.00
Voter Approved Projects: $ 73,347.00
Total Restricted Savings (06/30/2026)
Designated Memorials $ 15,239.52
Maintenance Fund (Property) $ 13,817.17
Missions Fund $ 280.00
Medical Fund $ 861.04
Interest $  6,284.56
Jessen Endowment Trust $ 95538.71
Jessen Endowment Savings Account $ 2,333.38
June Checkbook balance $ 24,627.52

Don Bryan went through the bills and month end report. The biggest check for the month was to Cleveringa Construc-
tion for $73,347.00. This was for approved bills from the Audit Committee. Checkbook balance is currently, $24, 627.
52. There is nothing in the current fund - checking in the Restricted Savings. He hopes this will increase now being
back at Zion.

Borrowed so far $264,561.00. Security Savings Bank extended the loan out for 6 months until all the bills have been
paid. Then a formal loan will be set up where we will make payments annually using the funds from the Gehrke Trust.
Looks to be less than what we will have available from the Gehrke trust. Shawn Blom made a motion to accept the
Treasurer’'s Report. Anna Haas seconded the motion. Motion Carried.

Elder’s Report: Given by Lloyd Hemme

The Board of Elders approved at their meeting tonight the transfer of membership for Lisa Powers to Zion from St.
John’s Lutheran Church (LCMS) Geneseo, lllinois. Lisa Powers is received into membership at Zion effective today
(July 7, 2026).

We will be trying communion a different way with 2 lines. When approaching the communion  area split and stay on
your right or left side. This will help with a more orderly flow during communion. This is similar to St. Johns. If you
have any comment you are to see the Board Elders.

Thank you from Trinity Jasper and a gift of $150.00 for our partnership over the last year and to help compensate ex-
penses.

Fall Worship Schedule was set. Rally Day is September 13. Worship will resume at 10:30 a.m. It was decided tonight
at the Council Meeting to Change the name of Sunday School and Bible Study to Discipleship Hour which will resume
at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday September 13.

Pastor Borchardt’s Report:

Pastor Borchardt talked about the fair booth:




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 LABOR DAY 2 3 4 5
6:30 P.M.
ELDERS MEETING
7:30 P.M.
COUNCIL MEETING
SAM & JOYCE HANSEN'S
ANNNIVERSARY
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
9:00 A.M. WORSHIP/ 1:00P.M. QUILTING 6:00 P.M. YOUTH SUPPER MARYLYNN BORCHARDT'S
COMMUNION JOHN CRONBERG'S, & ORIENTATION FOR BIRTHDAY
LAURIE GANGESTAD'S, CATECHISM
MASON WENZEL'S
BIRTHDAY JESSE ANING'S BIRTHDAY
13 RALLY SUNDAY 14 15 16 17 18 19
9:00 AM. DISCIPLESHIP HOUR | 1:00 P.M. QUILTING 6:15 P.M. CATECHISM ETHAN LINDSEY'S BIRTHDAY | TOM & ANNA" HAAS' ROBERT CARLSON'S
(SUNDAY ScHoOL) ANNIVERSARY BIRTHDAY
9:00 AM. DISCIPLESHIP HOUR
(ADULT BIBLE STUDY)
10:30 A.M. WORSHIP
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
9:00 AM. DISCIPLESHIP HOUR | 1:00 P.M. QUILTING 6:15 P.M. CATECHISM WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY BRANDEE BULLERMAN'S
(SUNDAY ScHoOL) 2:00 P.M. AT ZION'S NEW BIRTHDAY
MENTORING 10:05 AM.
10:30 A.M. WORSHIP/
COMMUNION
ROB & BRONWYN WENZEL'S
ANNIVERSARY
27 28 29 30 Pastor’s Cell Lorna’s Cell: Facebook: Zion
9:00 AM. DISCIPLESHIP HOUR | 1:00 P.M. QUILTING OCTOBER NEWSLETTER 6:15 P.M. CATECHISM 218.535.0283 507-227-4640 Lutheran
(SUNDAY ScHOOL) DEADLINE Church
9:00 AM. DISCIPLESHIP HOUR 9:00 AM. WINKEL (PASTORS Email: @ Church Phone:
(ADULT BIBLE STUDY) OF OUR CRCUT) MEETING | AMIE & RYAN REKER'S chardted@gmail.com (507) 669-2855
MENTORING 10:05 AM. ANNIVERSARY

10:30 A.M. WORSHIP
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